
TERMINATING PARENTAL RIGHTS 
By Kristina Beavers   

I’ve had a few people contact me recently because they 

either want to voluntarily relinquish their parental rights, 

or they want to terminate the parental rights of an 

absent father.  Trust me, I’m not picking on fathers but 

I’ve had the same question 3 times in the past 2 weeks 

and they all just happened to concern absent fathers. 

First of all, the Courts in Virginia will not let anyone 

voluntarily relinquish parental rights.  If both parents 

agree that the father won’t be involved in the child’s life, 

and the mother is able to properly provide for the child, 

there is no reason to have the court involvement at 

all.  Just do it.  Most people agree that it is better for a 

child to have both parents involved in their life, but it is 

still a personal decision. 

However, if the parents think that they can get rid of a 

father who cannot afford to pay child support and then 

apply for TANF to support the child, that won’t 

happen.  And while the Courts themselves can terminate 

parental rights when a parent has been proven to be 

unfit, you can’t request that the Courts do so just 

because a parent has not been involved in the child’s life, 

and/or is unable to provide financial support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

MOST PEOPLE AGREE IT IS BETTER 

FOR A CHILD TO HAVE BOTH 

PARENTS INVOLVED IN THEIR LIFE... 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

Any information contained in this communication is intended as advertising material and is not intended and cannot 
be used as legal advice.  This information is not intended to create, and receipt or viewing does not constitute, an 
attorney-client relationship. This information is derived from the individual results of the cases of others and does not 
guarantee a particular outcome for your individual case. 

 

Thank you for the referrals! 

• Brian Gillette, Attorney 

• Mark Matney, Attorney 

We appreciate the trust you have placed in us! 



Beavers Law, P.C.     
710 Denbigh Blvd. 

Suite 2E 

Newport News, VA 23608 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

At Beavers Law, P.C., we have our client's needs as our number one priority.  We know that, at any moment, 

your legal situation can become one of the most important things in your life, and you want to make sure 

that you know what to expect at every step of the process.   

CONTACT OUR OFFICE TODAY AT (757)-234-4650!   

UPCOMING PRESENTATION: 
   

BEAVERS LAW, P.C. to present estate planning seminar!   

What: Half-hour presentation with light hor d'oeuvres 

When: Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.  

Where: Our Williamsburg Office 
    1313 Jamestown Road, Suite 202 
    Williamsburg, VA 23185 
   

Please RSVP by May 19, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. by calling (757) 234-4650 
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